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The Community Foundation of Greater South Wood County and United Way of Inner Wisconsin Partner to Distribute “Help for Hard Times Guide”
For Immediate Release – February 24, 2011
Contact: Tari Jahns, CEO, United Way of Inner Wisconsin, 715-421-0390; and Dawn Vruwink, Vice President of Community Resources, Community Foundation of Greater South Wood County, 715-423-3863
WISCONSIN RAPIDS, WI – For the third straight year, the Community Foundation of Greater South Wood County and the United Way of Inner Wisconsin have partnered together to print and distribute the “Help for Hard Times Guide” for south Wood County. 
The guide is being distributed to all local schools in the Wisconsin Rapids area and to various agencies and churches.  If your organization distributes information to at-risk populations, and would like to receive the “Help for Hard Times Guide,” please call the United Way of Inner Wisconsin office at 715-421-0390.  
As in the past, the “Help for Hard Times Guide” has a FamilyWize Prescription Drug Discount Card printed on the back.  This card can help anyone who has no prescription insurance, or who is underinsured.  The card can be clipped out and presented to local pharmacies to save up to 30% on prescriptions.  To date, the FamilyWize card has saved south Wood County residents $27,070.87.
“This guide provides a snapshot of where to look for help with housing assistance, food, utilities and other urgent needs,” explains Dawn Vruwink, Vice President of Community Resources at Community Foundation of Greater South Wood County. “With the challenging economy, it’s important for people in our community to know what resources are available – this guide is a great way to educate family, friends and neighbors about services provided in our area.  Part of the Community Foundation‘s work is to help connect people with local resources and we are pleased to again partner with United Way to help increase awareness of local support services.” 

“We are happy to provide this resource to the community for another year,” said Tari Jahns, CEO of United Way of Inner Wisconsin.  “We’ve heard a lot of positive feedback on the guide, so we know it is truly making a difference in our communities.  Local families and individuals continue to struggle; we are hoping to make things easier by connecting them with resources.  We’d like to thank the Community Foundation of Greater South Wood County for collaborating with us on this project.”
The “Help for Hard Times Guide” is a listing of common questions asked by individuals who call United Way’s 2-1-1 call center.  These questions include “How do I apply for unemployment?” and “Is there a community meal site?”
All the information in the “Help for Hard Times Guide” comes directly from United Way’s 2-1-1 database.  Anyone can access the database online by visiting www.getconnected211.org and clicking on the “ReferWeb” link.  People can also access information about local resources and events by visiting the new “Get Connected. Get Answers. Blog” located at www.unitedways211.blogspot.com.  Additionally, the “Help for Hard Times Guide,” the FamilyWize Prescription Drug Discount Card, and other useful resources can be downloaded from the 2-1-1 website.

Finally, anyone experiencing a difficult time can reach the 2-1-1 call center by calling 2-1-1 on their phone or cell phone.  With some cell phone providers, you may have to call 715-423-0211.  All callers will speak to a trained information specialist who will listen and then refer the caller to the appropriate service or organization.  This service is available 24/7, is free and confidential.
About United Way of Inner Wisconsin

United Way of Inner Wisconsin is a trusted and established community resource.  Dollars from the annual campaign fund local programs that fill gaps in services in the following Vision Goals:  Fulfilling Basic Needs, Helping Children and Youth Succeed, and Supporting Vulnerable and Aging Populations.  

Volunteers identify the gaps in services and make funding recommendations.  This focus on community priorities is in accordance with United Way of Inner Wisconsin’s “Community Impact Funding Model,” serving the greatest needs in our communities.  

United Way of Inner Wisconsin regularly receives current information about local programs that apply for funding, it is in a unique position to unify resources.  This relationship with local non-profit organizations results in many collaborative efforts, reducing duplication of services.
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